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Wyndham is a growing area which 
keeps its police busy, challenged 
and inspired. See story on page 72. 
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03 Victoria Police is committed to 
preventing bushfire arson. 

22 Elderly drivers are over¬ 
represented in the road toll. 

28 Moonee Valley’s community 
safety register is keeping 
residents connected. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 


18 Sex workers’clients are being 
banned from St Kilda streets. 


FSC 


Mixed Sources 

Product group from well-managed 
forests, controlled sources and 
recycled wood or fiber 
www.fsc.org Cert no. SCS-COC-001164 
© 1996 Forest Stewardship Council 


20 Society murderer Matthew 
Wales was convicted using 
many areas of forensic science. 

24 Police are using 

tracking applications to find 
stolen devices. 





MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER 



t 


I t is a privilege and honour to have been appointed as 
Victoria Police’s 21 st Chief Commissioner. 

I am extremely proud and humbled by the 
opportunity to officially lead the organisation I have 
been part of for the last 37 years. On page 8 of this 
edition of Police Life, I have taken the opportunity to 
tell you a little about myself. 

Given the festive season is almost here, it is timely 
to think about your own safety and that of others. 

Despite the fact the holiday period should be a time 
of happiness and celebration, it can result in great 
sadness and tragedy for many people. 

Traditionally, two of the biggest issues impacting on 
community safety over this period are family violence 
and a heightened road toll. 

Tensions can be high when family and friends 
come together. Being physically, emotionally or 


psychologically violent towards one another is never 
an option and Victoria Police takes all reports of 
family violence very seriously. 

With all the movement on our roads over the festive 
season, road trauma increases as people tend to 
drive long distances without a break to get to their 
destination on time. 

I urge you all to be extra cautious and do not take 
risks by drinking and driving or not stopping for 
regular breaks if travelling longer distances. Victoria 
Police will be vigilant on the roads so please do the 
right thing. 

Finally, I would like thank the community for your 
continued support of Victoria Police throughout 2011 
and to extend my best wishes for the festive season 
to all Victorians. 

KEN LAY, APM 
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FIRE ALERT 

.01 Victoria Police is committed to 
preventing bushfire arson. 
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SOMETHING? 
KNOWSOMETHING? 


SAYSOMETHING 


AS THE WEATHER HEATS UP IN VICTORIA,THE BUSHFIRE RISK 
INCREASES. IN THE WAKE OF THE DEVASTATING BLACK SATURDAY 
INFERNOS, VICTORIA POLICE WILL RAMP UP ITS PATROLS. 


CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 

EDITORIAL SENIOR CONSTABLE 
MARTY BEVERIDGE 

V ictoria Police is committed 
to expanding its approach to 
bushfire arson prevention, as a 
result of recommendations from 
the Victorian Bushfire 
Royal Commission. 

Throughout the fire season, 
local police will be conducting high 
visibility patrols. They will also visit 
primary and secondary schools in 
bushfire-prone areas to educate 
teachers about arson prevention. 


Deputy Commissioner 
Kieran Walshe said it is important 
to be proactive during the warmer 
months, especially on days 
of extreme heat. 

“Bushfire arson has a huge 
impact on local communities, 
emotionally, environmentally and 
financially. The physical injury and 
loss of life is devastating. 

“Some of it is about education, 
conveying the impact deliberately- 
lit fires have on a community.” 

The fire season runs from 
1 November until 30 April. 

Police will again conduct 
Operation Firesetter throughout 
this period. 

On days of severe, extreme or 
code red fire danger, members from 
the Operations Response Unit will 
be deployed to bushfire arson- 
prone areas to assist local police in 
conducting high-visibility patrols. 


Door knocks to residents and 
information through stalls at local 
hubs and shopping centres will also 
be part of Victoria Police’s strategy 
to reduce bushfire arson. 

Police will also work with local 
councils on prevention activities 
such as forced slashing of 
overgrown grass at abandoned 
houses and removal of dumped 
vehicles. 

Mr Walshe said while 
prosecution of arsonists and 
education all helped, early 
intervention could stop those who 
deliberately light fires. 

“Enforcement is a key element 
but we need to emphasise the 
importance of localised support 
and friends and family keeping an 
eye on anyone they may believe to 
have an issue. 


“There are people out there 
in the community that obviously 
need help with regards to their 
behaviour around fire. 

“People who commit bushfire 
arson are not always strangers, 
they often live and work within the 
local community,” Mr Walshe said. 

Victoria Police encourages the 
community to immediately report 
any unusual behaviour to Triple 
Zero (000) and callers are asked 
to take down descriptions of any 
suspicious people or vehicles. 

Information can be provided 
confidentially to Crime Stoppers on 
1800 333 000. 

To make sure you are fire 
ready, call the Country Fire 
Authority on 1800 240 667 or 
visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au on the 
Internet. ■ 
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SMALLTALK 


VOXPOP 


WHAT CAN PEOPLE DO TO MAKE THEIR HOMES SAFER 
IF THEY GO AWAY OVER THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS? 



SERGEANT NOEL REDMOND 

SAFER COMMUNITIES UNIT 
“Remember to visit your local police station before 
you go and fill out an absence from residence form. 
This will inform us of where and when you will be 
travelling. Also remember to leave keys to your house 
with a trusted friend, neighbour or relative in case 
police may have to attend.” 



SERGEANT DAVE SHORT 

SAFER COMMUNITIES UNIT 
“Flave a relative or neighbour clean your letterbox 
out daily. Make sure it's clear of junk mail. Consider 
re-directing your mail if you are away for any length of 
time and don’t forget to cancel any subscriptions like 
newspapers. Flaving someone maintain your property 
while you are away is also a good idea.” 

LEADING SENIOR CONSTABLE ANTHONY MARKS 

SAFER COMMUNITIES UNIT 

“Purchase two or three electric timers and have lights 
switch on and off several times during the evening to 
give an appearance someone is home. You can even 
attach one to a talkback radio station. Considering a 
house-sitter is also a great option.” 


POLLPOSITION 



DOES HAVING POLICE AT MAJ OR EVENTS 
MAKE YOU FEEL SAFER? 

YES 81% NO 15% MAYBE 4%- — 


DO YOU THINK A VISIBLE POLICE PRESENCE ©' 

WILL MAKEYOU DRIVE MORE SAFELY? 

Yes No Maybe 

Vote online now at www.police.vic.gov.au/policelife orflthe Internet, 


SUMMER- 



POLICEFACT 


AutomatedTIumJaer Plate Recognition (ANPR) technology used 
by Victoria Police has the ability to scan up to 2500 number 
plates per hour, allowing police to identify unregistered or 
stolen vehicles. 


NBOX 


POLICE LIFE LOVES HEARING WHAT 
YOU THINK ABOUTTHE MAGAZINE, 
YOUR LOCAL POLICE AND VICTORIA 
POLICE IN GENERAL. 

WRITE, FAX OR EMAIL POLICE LIFE 
AT: POLICE LIFE, GPO BOX 913, 
MELBOURNE, 3005. 

FAX: 9247 5982 

EMAIL: policelife-mgr@police.vic.gov.au 

/OO FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
ATWWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ 
POLICELIFE ON THE INTERNET. 


teifiSkn? 


@ondarch Very happy with that 
announcement. Ken Lay as new 
Chief Commissioner of @Victoria 
Police has been excellent in an 
acting role. 

@enfox I don't often have to call @ 
VictoriaPolice but when I do they 
are always ever so helpful and 
reassuring.Thanks guys. 

(@_N iS*.i i_Shogun)@ VictoriaPolice 

Fantastic work out here, in 
Thomastown this afternoon. 

Defir nitty take my hat off to the 
polio 'he scene 

@hiUnty21 I love the sense of 
humor r whoever does the tweeting 
for @VictoriaPolice they are 
hilarious!! 


DOING THEIRJOB 

I am writing this letter in support of 
the police action during the protests 
in Melbourne in October. 

From what I viewed on several 
television channels, I thought the 
police were superb and used only 
a minimum amount of appropriate 
force. 

The police remained calm, 
well-disciplined and I for one felt 
very proud of their presence. 

The protesters were given ample 
time to pick up their tents and go 
home and they refused. 

They were allowed to stay on the 
site for six days, much too long. 

They held up the traffic and 
inconvenienced hundreds of people 
including shop -keepers as well as 
trams, taxis and cars. 

I did not see any evidence of any 
violence by the police, they were only 
doingtheirjobs. 

ACOLLINS 

ESSENDON 


ROYAL VISIT 

I write to pass on my sincere thanks 
to all the Victoria Police command 
and the members involved in the 
planning and delivery of October’s 
Royal visit in Melbourne. 

We were most grateful for the 
support Victoria Police gave during 
our preparatory visits and for your 
helpful flexibility when adjustments 
were sought. 

It was a great pleasure to work 
with you all and I know that the day 
was considered a most successful 
one by all parties. 

We hope that you and all those 
who have worked so hard on this 
event will feel pleased with the 
outcome also. 

We would be grateful if our 
thanks could be passed on to all 
of those involved. 

PETER LOUGHBOROUGH 
MET POLICE 


BAND APPRECIATION 

I would like to thank Victoria 
Police for supporting our Boer War 
Memorial Project by allowing us to 
have the presence of the Victoria 
Police Pipe Band at our Boer War 
Commemoration. 

The band’s presence made an 
enormous difference and added 
greatly to the general atmosphere 
and ambience of the occasion. 

May I take this opportunity to 
thank all members of the band 
for giving us their time and thus 
making a significant contribution 
towards a cause we passionately 
believe in, remembering our 
forgotten heroes, who went 
and served in the Boer War 
108 years ago. 

Thankyou again for giving us the 
opportunity to have the Victoria 
Police Pipe Band. 

MICHAEL BADEN-POWELL, 
CHAIRMAN,THE NATIONAL BOER 
WAR ASSOCIATION, VICTORIA 
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PIETER HAANS 


RANK Senior Constable 

AGE 29 

GRADUATED 2006 
STATION Geelong 


WHAT IS YOUR ROLE AT VICTORIA POLICE? 

I am a general duties member at Geelong police station, which means 
I am the first respondent for any incident where police are required. 
This could be anything from an assault to a burglary, stabbing or even 
a noise complaint. 

WHAT IS THE MOST CHALLENGING THING ABOUT WORKING 
AT GEELONG? 

It is a very big response area to cover and we have a lot of nightclubs 
and pubs which always keep us busy. 

WHY DID YOU WANT TO BECOME A POLICEMAN? 

I really enjoy helping people and making them feel safe. You get a real 
feeling of satisfaction when you have solved a crime and can bring an 
offender to justice. 

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST MEMORABLE MOMENT? 

Attending the scene of a serious collision where two cars were drag 
racing at high speed. One of the vehicles struck a traffic light and split 
the car in two. 


The driver was not in a good condition when we arrived.The Country Fire 
Authority and State Emergency Services took a couple of hours to cut him 
out and he was flown to hospital. Thankfully, he survived. It made me think 
very hard about ensuring I always drive safely. 

WHAT IS THE HARDEST THING ABOUT BEING A POLICEMAN? 

The hours are definitely challenging as we have to work at all times and all 
days including weekends and public holidays. Flowever, overall, I find the 
job very rewarding. 

WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO DO IN THE FUTURE? 

One day I want to become a member of the Special Operations Group 
orthe Critical Incident Response Team. 

TELL US A FUNNY STORY FROM THE JOB. 

One Saturday night we got a job at a church in Geelong because the bells 
were ringing. When we arrived we found an open door, with two men hiding 
inside. It turned out that they had robbed the church and, while doing 
so, rang the bells not thinking they would wake nearby residents. I had 
to laugh because I could not believe they were silly enough to stay in the 
church after making so much noise. 
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BRIEFING 


VICTORIA POLICE 


TOP 10 STORIES FROM 

www.vicpoLicenews.com.au 



1. Six die in 
fiery crash 

P olice attended possibly one of 
the worst collisions in the state’s 
history in the town of Penshurst on 
12 November. 

It is believed a truck travelling east on 
Hamilton-Chatsworth Road collided 
with a sedan travelling north on 
Blackwood-Dunkeld Road. 

The truck caught on fire, killingthe 
driver. Four occupants from the sedan 
also died. 

A sixth person, also a passenger in 
the car, died in the Royal Melbourne 
Hospital two days later. 

Police will compile a report for 
the Coroner. 


2. Drug 

trafficker 

arrested 

The Transit Divisional 
Response Unit arrested 
a 32-year-old man, after 
he was allegedly found 
carrying the drug ice, 
valued at about 
$2 million last month. 

Police were conducting 
a routine check at a 
Melbourne railway 
station, when they 
intercepted the man 
about 7am. 

He was charged 
with trafficking a 
large quantity of 
methylamphetamine. 


V ictoria Police set up Taskforce Puma to investigate the disappearance 
of 13-year-old Siriyakorn Siriboon, known as ‘Bung’. 

The taskforce will be made up of Plomicide Squad, Crime Department, 
and Eastern Region detectives and will be supported by Tactical 
Intelligence Officers. 

Bung was last seen leaving home for school on Thursday, 2 June about 
8.30am. Investigators believe she was abducted and hold grave fears for 
her safety. 

Police urge anyone with information relating to Bung’s disappearance to 
contact Crime Stoppers, anonymously if they like, on 1800 333 000 or visit 
www.crimestoppers.com.au on the Internet. 


4 . Goldfingered 


P olice charged a 24-year-old Tarneit man with 

fraud-related offences after he allegedly stole a gold 
bar in Melbourne. 

It is believed the alleged thief attended a business on 
Collins Street in Melbourne just before 3pm where he 
stole a 1 kilogram gold bar valued at $55,000. 

Police later executed a warrant on a separate 
Collins Street business and arrested a 51-year-old 
Richmond man, recovering the gold bar. 

The man has also been charged with handling stolen 
goods and other fraud-related offences. 




SPOT 



NOT PHEASANT 

Police arrested a 23-year-old Poowong man in 
Nyora, near Lang Lang, after a concrete lyre bird 
was blown up at a theme park in Tynong. 

Investigators believe the alleged offender 
gained access to the front of the theme park on 
Princes Highway and used an explosive device to 
blow up the 25-metre statue, causing extensive 
damage to its rear end. 

Arson and Explosives Squad detectives executed 
warrants at two residential properties in Poowong 
and Labertouche as part of the investigation. 

The man was interviewed and released pending 
further investigation by police. 

The damage bill is estimated to be in excess 
of $50,000. 


CAN I PHONE A FRIEND? 

Mildura police arrested a Melbourne man in 
August for being drunk in a public place. 

He was placed in the cells to sober up for a few 
hours then released with a penalty notice. 

Outside the police station he threw his mobile 
phone in disgust, which accidentally landed in a 
rubbish bin. 

As he tried to get the phone out of the bin, he 
became stuck upside-down. In this compromising 
position, he decided to call police on his now 
accessible mobile phone. 

The same police he had encountered 
earlier took several minutes to free the man 
who added embarrassment to his list of 
emotions for the night. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS: WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD OF POLICING? 



Q USA 

j An intoxicated woman fell out of the window 
i of a moving car in Palm Beach, Florida, receiving 
| scrapes all over her body. Her boyfriend, who 
} was driving, told police she had stuck her head 
| out the window to vomit and when he turned a 
| corner, she fell out. 


© 


GERMANY 

A man in Mainz, Germany, was arrested 
after he attempted to hold up a bank, armed 
with a water pistol and a potato peeler. 

Police say the 52-year-old man had a stocking 
over his head and was waving the potato peeler 
as he demanded cash. He left with nothing after 
the bank teller told him that they had run out 
of money. 


5 . Six in the pound 

P olice impounded six vehicles after reports of 
hoon driving in Oakleigh on Friday, 11 November. 

A gathering near the intersection of Princes Highway 
and Warrigal Road, caused disruption to local traders 
and residents. 

Numerous speeding and hoon offences were detected, 
with police issuing 46 tickets for the night. 

Three drivers lost their licence for speeding and 
the vehicles were impounded for 30 days for various 
traffic offences. 




6 . Operation 
Summer stay 


A series of four state-wide road safety 
operations, known as Summer Stay, 
will be rolled out between November 
and January. 

The holiday period has historically 
accounted for a rise in road trauma. Last 
December saw the loss of 28 lives. 

Deputy Commisioner (Road Policing) Kieran 
Walshe said country areas in particular 
experience unacceptable levels of road 
trauma duringthis time. 

“We know that due to a lot of people going 
away and celebrating at the end of the year, 
the summer months are a dangerous time for 
road users but it shouldn’t be that way.These 
deaths are preventable,” Mr Walshe said. 


7 

Quickest 
licence 
stint in 
history? 

Members from the 
Geelong Highway Patrol 
detected a silver Honda 
Accord on the Geelong Ring 
Road near Highton Road 
doing 141 kilometres. 

The vehicle was intercepted 
and when asked how 
long the driver had his 
probationary licence for, 
he answered "I just got it 
today at 10.30am." 

He was fined $458 for 
excessive speed and had 
his licence suspended for 
six months. 

This is one of the shortest 
held probationary licences 
in Victoria. 


8 . Livestock 
group to 
take bull by 
the horn 

T he Livestock and Farm 
Crime Specialists Group 
has been established. 

Victoria Police will have 
specialists across the 
state, with a high level 
of knowledge, skills and 
expertise to deal with 
livestock and farm crime. 
About 60 per cent of 
livestock thefts in 2010-11 
occurred in the Western 
Region, which has the 
highest concentration of 
sheep farming in Victoria. 

The number of sheep stolen 
increased by 129 per cent 
from 2009-10 to 2010-11 
this is believed to be due to 
record prices for sheep, lamb 
and wool during that year. 



9 . Up the creek 


M ore than 70 packages of cannabis were 
recovered by police after being dumped 
in and around creeks in rural Victoria. 

A local farmer in the Panmure area, east of 
Warrnambool, alerted police to the parcels 
after discovering several under a road 
bridge at Mount Emu Creek. 

Investigators conducted an extensive 
search of the area and located 53 packages 
floating in the creek. 

The next day police located another 
18 parcels, identical to those recovered 
the previous day, near a bridge over the 
Hopkins River. 

The cannabis, deemed unusable by 
investigators, would normally have a street 
value of more than $700,000. 


10 . Operation 
Unite 

O peration Unite will run forthe third time. 

Police throughout the country, will band 
together with those from New Zealand 
against alcohol-related violence and public 
order offences. 

The operation will target a number of areas 
in metropolitan and rural centres. 

About 1000 police were deployed over 
the first weekend of December targeting 
offences on public transport, antisocial 
behaviour and road policing. 


NUMBER CRUNCHING 


50 per cent 

1 

21 

Research by the Australian Institute of 

Criminology indicates that about 50 per cent of 
vegetation fires are deliberately lit. 

One in three Australian women 
over the age of 15 has experienced 
physical or sexual abuse in 
their lives. 

The first squad of Protective Services Officers, 
who will work at train stations, have begun 
their training at the Victoria Police Academy in 
Glen Waverley. 


21500 


The Victoria Police Forensic Services 
Department examines more than 27,500 
items of evidence a year, including glass, 
paint and fibre trace evidence, blood and 
urine samples, firearms and gunshot residue. 
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TOP COP 

.01 Chief Commissioner Ken Lay 
(centre) met Cranbourne police 
station members. 

.02 Mr Lay has a number of priorities 
to make the community safer. 


Community- 


minded 

chief 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 

C hief Commissioner 
Ken Lay believes community 
engagement is paramount to 
excellent police work. 

“You can’t resolve anything 
without the engagement and 
support of the community,” he said. 

Mr Lay refers to former British 
Prime Minister Sir Robert Peel, 
who helped create the concept of 
modern policing, when explaining 
his philosophy on policing. 

“When Sir Robert Peel was 
setting out policing priorities, he 
said police should be part of the 
community, not apart from it. 

“For the past 180 years, real 
policing has revolved around the 
community and I intend to continue 
with this focus.” 

Born on 17 February, 1956, 

Mr Lay was raised in Korumburra 
and joined Victoria Police in 1974. 

Mr Lay spent his early years of 
policing at Prahran and St Kilda. 

“As a young kid from the bush, 
this was the first time I had seen 
how different life in the city was. 


“It was sometimes quite 
shocking to me. It was the first 
time I had been exposed to people 
who used drugs and alcohol and 
also the terrible violence people 
sometimes inflict on each other. 

“I learnt a lot and this 
experience certainly influenced 
my policing career.” 

Since that time, Mr Lay has 
gained significant experience 
in a wide range of policing roles 
including operational, training 
and corporate positions as well as 
lengthy periods of service in rural 
and metropolitan areas. 

In his more senior roles, 

Mr Lay was Assistant 
Commissioner for Region 3, as well 
as Assistant Commissioner, Traffic 
and Transit Safety. 

It was in his position as Deputy 
Commissioner (Road Policing) 
that Mr Lay came to the public’s 
attention, after a number of high- 
profile road safety campaigns. 

Mr Lay has a number of priorities 
for Victoria Police. 

“We want to see crimes against 
the person decrease and we 
will continue our hard work to 
keep public order. There are still 
perceptions of people feeling 
unsafe in certain areas, like 
public transport and we want to 
improve that.” 

One of Mr Lay’s main focuses 
is to continue improving Victoria 
Police’s response to family violence. 

“Family violence, and all forms 
of violence against women and 
children, is a blight on our society. It 
is one of, if not, the most insidious 
of all crimes perpetrated in our 
society,” he said. 

“It is unacceptable that some 
women and their children are less 
safe in their home than they are in 
all other parts of the community. 


“And, it is incomprehensible that 
they are most at risk of injury or 
harm from people who profess to 
love and care for them. 

“I am committed to continuing 
our strong focus on reducing and 
preventing family violence, sexual 
assault and child abuse.” 

Recently, Mr Lay launched the 
Enhanced Family Violence Service 
Delivery Model, a three-pronged 
approach of intervention which 
aims to ensure that, no matter 
where victims live, police can offer 
them the best possible service 
response to help them deal with 
this trauma. 

Mr Lay, who had been acting in 
the Chief Commissioner’s role since 
June, said his time since being 
officially appointed in November 
had been hectic but rewarding. 

“I have been so pleased with the 
support from everyone and I hope 
to build on that good will. 

“I am getting out to all the police 
divisions and meeting with as 
many police and members of the 
community as I can.” 

Mr Lay has already visited 
Gippsland and Cranbourne. 

“I have been very well received 
and supported on my station visits 
and have been very keen to hear 
from the people. 


“What I have heard so far 
makes me very proud of 
this organisation.To seethe 
commitment of our police members 
to the communities they serve is 
fantastic.” 

Mr Lay also has a long history of 
community involvement in a broad 
range of activities. He has been 
on the boards of the Blue Ribbon 
Foundation and the Alpine Valley 
Community Leadership Program. 

He is a fellow of the Gippsland 
Community Leadership Program 
and sits on numerous professional 
boards and committees within 
Victoria Police. 

While his work keeps him busy, 

Mr Lay enjoys running and golf in 
his down time, as well as spending 
time with friends and family. 

He and wife Christine recently 
celebrated 30 years of marriage. 

Mr Lay acknowledges that without 
the support of her and their two 
children, the top job would 
be impossible. 

“Whether you are a constable 
orthe chief commissioner, the job 
would be so much harder without 
a supportive partner, and mine has 
always been fantastic.” ■ 
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BE SAFE 

.01 Detective Inspector Steven Smith 
does not want anyone’s cars to end 
up like this, this holiday period. 


Handing the state’s worst road collisions is never 

EASY JOB. BUT AFTER BEING CALLED-OUTTO SOME HORROR 
CRASHES LATELY,THE MAJOR COLLISION INVESTIGATION UNIT’S 
HAS PLEADED WITH VICTORIANS TO STAY SAFE IN THE 
THE CHRISTMAS PERIOD. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 


:he 

as already beer| 
rs to be evident 

_ IpabLnd riving we 

will attend. WewTll also usually 
attend if there are fatalities, 
driver at fault is still qJJve. ^ 

‘Just like homicide detectives 
investigating a murder committei 
with a knife, we are investigating 
a death committed by another 
weapon, a vehicle.” 

While Det Insp Smith has 
been with the MCIU 18 months, 
many of the other members have 
worked there for years. He said 
his members are'professional and 
passionate but are often attending 
some of the most horrific scenes 
imaginable. 

“We ensure there is all the 
support and care our members may 
need if they are greatly affected by 
certain situations, and sometimes 
they are. We have a chaplain attend 
our offices once a week and we 
know to look out for any warning 
signs in each other.” 

The MCIU attends between 
170 to 180 collisions per year. Sixty 
per cent of those, the unit will 
investigate from the collisi on ri ght 
through to prosecution. 

“This means our team spends 
a lot of time with the victims’ 
families, we see these people at 
their absolute worst, feeling the 
most terrible grief imaginable. 

We build up a rapport with them 
and are able to explain how the 
investigation will run and how the 
court system works.” 


N 


Between 
and January, Vi 
run a series of four state-wide 
road sa|gty operations, targeting 
dangerous driving and trying 
to ensure everyone makes it to 
their destination safely this 
holiday period. 

Det Insp Smith is pleading with 
the community and specifically 
young people who are over¬ 
represented in the road toll, to drive 
safely over the Christmas and 
New Year period. 

“My team dreads this lead up 
to the finer weather. December, 
January and February are m 
traditionally bad months on m . 
the roads. 

“Please, please don’t dripk and 
drive, concentrate on the road and 
don’t speed. I’m begging you to 
make sure you arrive safely at 
your destination.”* 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


W ith October being one of 
Victoria’s quietest months 
on record in terms of the road 
toll, November saw some horrific 
multiple-fatality car crashes. 

In the 18 months he has worked 
at Victoria Police’s Major Collision 
Investigation Unit (MCIU) Detective 
Inspector Steve Smith said he is 
dismayed at every collision 
he attends. 

“November was just a reminder 
of how quickly things'can change, 
We attended a collision scene, 
where an allegedly drunk driver 
rolled the car and a 16-y^ar^oki girl 
lost her life. Four othdWen, in the 
same car, were ta^fer^Jo hospital 
with severe inij« 

“This was# 
speed ancLalcB 
have happened 

“EvejPsingle tim^ I atH 
hear about the detanfe of a 
I a mi constantly shocked. In moat 
ca^s these crashes shouldjnever, 
ever have happened and could h 
been avoided. 

^J‘Usually if the offen^ng 
driver had of been driving more 
appropriately qr was co 


-su^obeying the road rules, 
the horrible outcome would 
never happen.” 

While police are constantly 
driving home messages about not 
drink or drug-driving, not being 
fatigued and not speeding, Det 
Insptoith said concentration was 
another major issue. 

“We know all the dangers of 
speeding and drink-driving, but 
I think it is important to also 
remember to keep absolute 
concentration when you are driving. 

“We see far too many collisions 
occur because someone has been 
ging aCD or bending down 
e get amobile phone out of a 
bag^t is onljp momentary loss in 
coijBntrationJput look at what the 
consequenbe#can be.” 

[|et Insp ^fiith reminded 
tht public Wat killing someone 
in a road crash after losing 
concentration, could make them 
asfiable as a (^rink-driver or 
eene speeding. ^ 

'someone ends up dead or 
with life-threatening injuries as the 
iRuttof a crash, you could easily 
► be charged with a criminal offence 
nd up with a hefty fine or even^ 
iTtime." 

Local police are the first on the 
I scene tod^^t crashes and they will 
make ^JeSHnation as to whether 
*the MCIU should be called in. 
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ROAD WATCHING 

.01 Police are proactive in trying to 
reduce road trauma. 



SERVICE AREA 


THE WYNDHAM POLICE SERVICE AREA 
IS BUSY, DYNAMIC AND CHALLENGING. 
POLICE LIFE SPENT SOME TIME SEEING THE 
MEMBERS INACTION. 


CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 

EDITORIAL BLUE TAYLOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREWHENSHAW 


S tepping inside Werribee police 
station, you know you have 
reached the frontline of policing. 

The front desk is manned by two 
members tending to a line of people 
anxious to be heard. A lady raises 
her voice in a foreign language, 
slamming her hand on the counter. 
A policeman calms her before 
heading behind the mirrored glass 
to organise a translator to attend 
the station. 


In the watchhouse, two other 
members are just as busy. Sitting 
beneath a wall of CCTV screens, 
they hold phones to their ears and 
scribble on notepads as more calls 
buzz through. 

Outside the watchhouse, 
senior constables Adam Roy and 
Jeremy O’Brien are signing-out 
their firearms for the day. The pair 
is rostered on for the 3pm van 
shift. They pop in to say a quick 
hello to their colleagues in the 
watchhouse, but there is no time 
to chat as they are called to a local 
shopping centre where employees 
are concerned for the welfare of an 
elderly man. 

As they arrive, they meet the 
disorientated man and try to 
speak with him, but he is confused 
and unresponsive. They call an 
ambulance and stay with him until 
paramedics arrive. 

Minutes later, he is taken to 
hospital as the members are 
called to a suspected burglary in a 
developing housing estate nearby. 

At the house, the neighbour who 
reported the crime gives details 
of what he saw. The members 


then take a look inside, record 
the information and check the 
backyard to make sure no one is 
still lingering. They then call 
extra resources. 

Sen Const Roy explains 
the process. 

“Our Crime Scene officers 
will fingerprint the house and 
the information we gathered 
will be passed on to our Tactical 
Intelligence Officer who will 
compare it to see if there are any 
patterns or connections to 
other crimes. 

“It will then be taken-over by our 
Burglary Crew - a unit within the 
Wyndham Crime Investigation Unit 
who dedicate their time to these 
burglaries.” 

Since forming the Burglary 
Crew in February, more than 
100 offenders have been charged - 
an improvement on previous years. 


continued page 14 ... 



Senior constables Adam Roy and Jeremy O'Brien head out in the patrol car Police and paramedics assist a man who has become disorientated, 

for the afternoon shift. 
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...from page 13 


The crew works with community 
leaders, police from surrounding 
areas and building companies to 
combat this crime. 

Within Wyndham CIU is also 
aTaskingTeam, made up of 
detectives and general duties 
members who spend their time 
looking into drug-related crimes. 

Wyndham CIU’s Detective Senior 
Sergeant John Johnston said while 
these two smaller units focus on 
burglaries and drugs, the rest of 
the detectives cover anything and 
everything else. 

“We investigate anything from 
sexual assaults to stabbings, 
fraud, deception, serious assaults 
and occasionally, serious traffic 
offences. We’ve seen it all and we’re 
equipped to deal with it all,” he said. 

While the CIU focuses on solving 
crimes, Wyndham police are also 
committed to proactive policing. 


Community Liaison Officer 
Leading Senior Constable Dawn 
Youla said her work involves 
anything from school visits, to 
proactive programs, to running the 
seniors’ register. 

“A lot of my work is focused 
around youths and youth issues,” 
she said. 

“I do plenty of school visits and 
am often contacted by principals 
if they are having problems with 
cyber safety or assaults.” 

Each year, Ldg Sen Const Youla 
runs a program called Preventing 
Assaults via Education, with 
Year 9 students. 

“We hold a half-day session 
where police explain the legal 
ramifications and repercussions 
of being involved in an assault. 

We get a nurse to come in and 
talk about the kinds of injuries 
that are found in the emergency 
department of a hospital. 

“A representative from Port 
Phillip Prison sometimes comes 
along to tell the students what 
life is like in the youth section of 
the jail. They are also taught some 
defusing techniques to help get 
them out of aggressive situations. 



Police speak to neighbours about a possible house burglary. 


“All the work I do out in the 
community is positively received 
and I enjoy every minute of it,” Ldg 
Sen Const Youla said. 

Leading Senior Constable 
Richard Dove is the Multicultural 
Liaison Officer at Werribee 
police station. 

He works with multicultural 
communities to improve 
relationships with police. 

“I chair the Wyndham 
Humanitarian Network Legal and 
Consumer Issues Working Group, 
which is a collection of agencies 
that work together to create four 
to six programs a year to meet 
the issues facing newly-arrived 
refugees in the Wyndham area.” 


This year the group has 
organised activities such as Bring 
in Your Bills Information Day, an 
excursion to the Marine Discovery 
Centre in Queenscliff for refugees 
to learn about the legalities around 
fishing and a Fines and Penalties 
Information Day for refugees. 

“The working group was created 
to meet the ever-growing legal 
needs of the newly-arrived refugees 
in Wyndham at a grassroots level 
with a specific focus on prevention 
and support.” 

Road fatalities have hit Wyndham 
police and the community hard. 
Tragically, in the past 1 2 months, 
they have seen several young lives 
lost due to hoon driving. 


"It infuriates me. We put so much effort into 
keeping the roads safe but we can't do it 
alone, we need our young drivers to do the 
right thing as well." 



Senior constables Roy and O'Brien take some notes inside a house under 
construction after reports it had been broken into. 
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ON PATROL 

.02 Paramedics and police often 
work together. 

.03 Police collect evidence at a 
crime scene. 

.04 Jobs continue to come through 
via the police radio. 


Fed up with witnessing these 
pointless deaths, Wyndham’s 
Inspector Bill Weatherly called a 
forum with community leaders to 
try to figure out a way to put an 
end to it. 

“I was sick and tired of seeing 
young kids lying dead on the road 
because of pure stupidity,” he said. 
“It infuriates me. We put so much 
effort into keeping the roads safe 
but we can’t do it alone, we need 
our young drivers to do the right 
thing as well. 

“The foru m was a great way to 
get everyone together to brainstorm 
and discuss the issues. We now 
have some great initiatives that we 
can start putting into place.” 

A dedicated hoon expert works 
from the Wyndham North police 
station while a passionate Plighway 
Patrol Unit scans the roads to try 
to catch hoons before they kill 
themselves or others. 

Plighway Patrol member, Senior 
Constable Daniel Beech said his 
passion for road policing came 
from a job he attended as a junior 
member. 

“A motorcyclist had been T-boned 
by a car and was killed instantly. 
The scene was horrific and it really 
shook me. I knew then that I wanted 
to make a difference on our roads.” 

Sen Const Beech said some 
people could be aggressive when 
pulled over. 

“I just explain why I pulled them 
over. I urge them to think about 
what they were doing wrong and to 
think about the other road users 
whose lives are at risk because of 
their poor driving. 



“When you explain it to them like 
this, they usually take it well. They 
appreciate and understand that we 
aren’t the bad guys, we’re just trying 
to do our job, which is to keep the 
roads safe.” 

As the sun sets over Wyndham, 
the hoons come out to play. 

Sen Const Beech heads off to 
police some local hotspots as 
general duties member Acting 
Sergeant Craig Stanton clocks 
on for an afternoon shift as the 
manager of Wyndham’s van crews. 

As soon as he switches on his 
radio, jobs start filtering through. 

“Working in such a busy area, 
you have to prioritise and get to the 
most serious crimes first. In this 
instance, I’m going out to check on 
the welfare of a teenager,” A/Sgt 
Stanton said. 

At the house, the teen is throwing 
a tantrum as his mother cries for 
him to calm down.The boy’s father 
is also distressed but speaks 
calmly with A/Sgt Stanton who lets 
him know what will happen from 
here. 

As paramedics arrive and 
take over the scene, A/Sgt Stanton 
collects the details of the boy 
and his parents as he is taken to 
hospital for assessment 
and treatment. 


“Now we’ll head to a house where 
two women were reported to be 
fighting. They didn’t provide an 
address but our communications 
centre was able to track where the 
call came from,” A/Sgt Stanton said. 

As we arrive at the street, A/Sgt 
Stanton flicks on the high-beam 
spotlight to find the house number. 
It does not take long, however, as 
a woman mounts a motorbike and 
disappears down the winding road. 

“I think we’ve got our house,” 
he said. 

The road is silent and pitch-black, 
save for the dim streetlights. No one 
else would realise there had been 
a disturbance, but A/Sgt Stanton 
knows there may be a risk and 
approaches the house with care. 

He knocks on the thick, 
medieval-style door. 

"A/Sgt Stanton, Werribee police, 
anyone home?" 

Moments later the door flings 
open. A highly-intoxicated woman 
begins to talk, nearly waking the 
neighbourhood with the volume 
of her voice. She does not appear 
to be injured and explains that 
everything is okay. 


A/Sgt Stanton writes down the 
names of those involved. Like all 
information gathered from jobs, 
a report will be submitted for 
future reference. 

For now, Sgt Stanton is satisfied 
that the complainant is in no 
danger and asks her to contact him 
again if anything else happens. 

Members from Wyndham 
understand how callingthe police 
for help is a big deal. 

“It takes a lot for someone to call 
us,” A/Sgt Stanton said. 

“But our community should 
be proud of the members who work 
here, because every single one of 
us is passionate about policing and 
wants nothing more than to make 
Wyndham the safest and best 
place to live.”* 



Wyndham police are passionate about stopping trauma on local roads, part of Police call around to check on the welfare of a teenager, 

that is doing mobile speed detection operations. 
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CLEANING UP 

.01 A prostitute speaks to a man in 
his car, before police hand him a 
banning notice. 

.02 Police talk to a street worker. 

.03 During Operation Biscuit, St Kilda 
police patrol the streets keen to 
keep “gutter crawlers” away. 



I t is a freezing cold Friday night, 
pouring with rain, when most of us 
would rather be inside. But for the 
190 active, female and transsexual 
sex workers of St KiIda’s streets, it 
is business as usual. 

It has been a bit quiet lately, so 
one sex worker is relieved to see a 
black vehicle with a male driver pull 
up to the curb. 

He has a chat to her. Just as 
she is about to hop in the car, 
police appear from their hiding 
spot to inform the man that under 
legislation introduced earlier 
this year, he is banned from a 
designated area for 72 hours. 

This is Operation Biscuit and 
St Kilda police have run it four 
times this year, with great success. 


POLICE NOW HAVE THE POWERTO BAN PEOPLE FOR SOLICITING 
FOR PROSTITUTES IN ST KILDA. 


A SAFER VICTORIA 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 
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St Kilda police station’s Inspector 
David Blencowe said it is an 
operation aimed at getting rid of 
those who illegally pay for sex, 
from the area, to help clean up the 
streets and to try and protect the 
sex workers. 

“While it is illegal to be a 
street worker and we can and do 
prosecute against it, our main focus 
now is to work with other agencies 
to try and assist the women in 
getting out of the industry,” he said. 

A recent RMIT University 
study showed that 96 per cent of 
prostitutes would give up the job, if 
they were able to. 

“We want to get rid of the gutter 
crawlers and help make the 
area look and feel safer for local 
residents and those who visit 
there,” Insp Blencowe said. 

Street workers primarily frequent 
Greeves, Carlisle, Inkerman and 
Grey streets, as well as parts of 
St Kilda Road. 


Since the banning notices 
started being used in February, 
police have issued more than 300. 

If someone breaches the banning 
notice, they will be given a $244 
penalty notice. 

“As a direct result of this, 
the incidence of prostitution 
has dropped noticeably,” 

Insp Blencowe said. 

“We have also noticed volume 
crime, such as theft from motor 
car, has gone down. Anecdotally, 
residents in these areas are telling 
us they have seen less prostitution 
and unsavoury characters and feel 
safer in their streets.” 

Acting Senior Sergeant 
Peter Easton has worked at 
St Kilda police station for more 
than 13 years and has seen it all. 

Fie believes Operation Biscuit is 
making a difference. 

“Since the operation began 
we have seen a marked increase 
in prosecuting against soliciting for 
sex, which is an excellent result,” 
he said. 



"We want to get rid of the gutter crawlers and 
help make the area look and feel safer for local 
residents and those who visit." 



tu 


“We have also spent a lot of time 
getting to know the sex workers and 
slowly building up trust with them. 

“This has worked well for us 
and we are noticing more sex 
workers coming forward to report 
if they have been raped or sexually 
assaulted, where previously there 
was an outright reluctance to do so.” 

Throughout Operation Biscuit, 

St Kilda police have been able 
to build up a profile of the street 
workers and their clients. 

Of the street workers interviewed 
by police between January and 
August, just three per cent were 
under 20 years old, 35 per cent 
were 20 to 30,42 per cent were 
aged 30 to 40 and 20 per cent were 
in the 50 to 60 age bracket. 

After collating details of 
those caught soliciting for sex, it 
was discovered a majority of the 
men lived within the nearby 
City of Glen Eira. 


0 


Most of the street workers’ 
clients were aged between 20 
and 50 years old. 

A/Sen Sgt Easton said 
rapes, sexual assaults and 
sometimes homicides, were an 
occupational hazard, that police 
wanted to eliminate. 

“A number of prostitutes over 
the years have become victims of 
homicide as a direct result of their 
street work, they are also regular 
victims of sexual assault, rape 
and robbery and we have recently 
seen the courts prosecute harshly 
against these crimes.” 

Sergeant Charles Ormiston 
said while prostitution was 
undeniably an issue for St Kilda, 
the cosmopolitan suburb offered a 
lot more than that. 

“St Kilda is a dynamic area and 
street workers are just one aspect 
of that. There is a vibrant nightlife 
here, with plenty of great pubs, 
restaurants and cafes. There is the 
St Kilda Festival, the Grand Prix 
and other big sporting events. 

“For police working in St Kilda, 
there is a huge variety of jobs and 
no day is ever the same,” he said. ■ 
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ALWAYS A CLUE 

.01 Police meticulously scan all crime 
scenes to see what an offender 
has left behind. 

.02 Forensic evidence was found in 
Wales’ yard. 


.02 



THE SMALLEST FRAGMENT, SLIGHTEST FOOTPRINT AND MOST 
WELL-HIDDEN EVIDENCE IS NO MATCH FOR FORENSIC SCIENCE, 
AS MURDERER MATTHEW WALES FOUND OUT 


A SAFER VICTORIA 

EDITORIAL MARIA CARNOVALE 


F rom fingerprinting to the study 
of insects, forensic investigation 
has been used to help convict 
countless murderers, burglars, 
arsonists and more. 

While it is usually a fingerprint or 
a drop of blood that can be a vital 
clue, there are some cases that 
include varied and involved forensic 
techniques to locate a suspect. 

In a case known as the Society 
Murders, Matthew Wales was 
convicted in 2002 of killing his 
mother and step-father after 
numerous pieces of evidence 
forensically linked him to 
the murders. 

The bodies of wealthy Armadale 
residents Paul King and Margaret 
Wales-King were found in a shallow 
grave near Marysville three weeks 
after they were reported missing by 
their children in April 2002. 

Wales, like many offenders, took 
care to hide the evidence and clear 
his tracks. However, it was only a 
matter of time before police were 
on his heels. 

The investigation into 
the Wales-King murders used 
almost all facets of Victoria 
Police’s forensic science teams 
and capabilities, including 
botany, biology, chemical trace, 
fingerprints, and crime 
scene investigation. 


Victoria Police Crime Scene 
Officer Sergeant Peter Cox was 
one of the first to examine the 
makeshift gravesite and collect 
valuable evidence there and at 
other locations linked to the case. 

He has been part of hundreds 
of investigations, however, it is 
the Wales-King case that stands 
out most because of its extensive 
forensic involvement. 

“When we found the first body 
buried near Marysville we weren’t 
sure who it was,” he said. 

“After a bit of digging, using small 
hand tools and sieving the dirt as 
we went, we found the second body. 

“We couldn’t confirm who they 
were because they were wrapped 
up and we didn’t want to un-wrap 
them because we might have lost 
evidence in the bush, so we waited 
until we could move them to a 
secure environment.” 

The victims were taken 
to the Victorian Institute of 
Forensic Medicine for identification 
and an autopsy, a ring on the 
woman’s finger helped to confirm 
their identities. 

At the gravesite other evidence 
was collected, photographed 
and packaged that would give 
investigators an indication as to 
how long the bodies had been at 
the scene. 

“We located tool marks on the 
wall of the grave, which were later 
compared with a tool Matthew had 
bought from a hardware store. We 
didn’t actually find that tool, but we 
tracked the purchase down,” 

Sgt Cox said. 

“We also found paint on the dirt 
of the grave and that was tested 
and found to be the same brand of 
paint that was on the tool.” 


A smudged footprint was found 
on a blow-up pool buried with the 
bodies and a gel lift was used to 
get an impression of the print. 

“We also did a DNA test of the 
blow-up valve of the pool, but didn’t 
find anything,” Sgt Cox said. 

After the evidence was collected, 
all pointing to Wales, police 
conducted a search of his house, 
where the victims were last seen. 

“He was a suspect from the word 
go and the evidence was leading to 
him more and more,” Sgt Cox said. 

“We used Luminol in his garage 
and found some blood stains 
in there. The police also seized 
other items from the house. 

"We compared those items with 
evidence found at the gravesite." 

Wales was arrested on 11 May, 
2002, and confessed soon after. 
However, that did not stop the 
evidence mounting up against him. 

“He killed them with a piece of 
wood and used a trailer he hired 
near his home to take them to the 
Marysville site,” Sgt Cox said. 

“After he used the trailer he 
cleaned it really well, but not good 
enough. 


“When he drove away from the 
gravesite, he went down a steep 
hill and the trailer hit the ground, 
collecting some vegetation. 

“It was collected for comparison 
because it may have been able to 
link that trailer to the gravesite.” 

A blood trail in Wales’yard 
cemented the case. 

“He had cleaned all of the pavers 
with a cleaner, but we used a 
product, which shows up blood and 
found a trail where he had dragged 
his parents,” Sgt Cox said. 

Wales pleaded guiIty to two 
counts of murder and is serving 
30 years’ in prison. 

His wife received a 24-month 
suspended sentence for perverting 
the course of justice, after she 
failed to assist the victims. 

“Some aspects of forensic 
evidence are still fairly new, but the 
assistance it can provide in placing 
a suspect at a crime scene has 
made it a crucial part of policing,” 
Sgt Cox said. ■ 


DNFl FACTS 

a The first DMA test for forensic 
purposes was carried out in 1984 

a Dm was first used to exonerate an 
innocent person in 1986 


M 


www.police.vic.gov.au/policelife 


P0LICELIFE SUMMER 2012 












CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 

EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 

GIVING UP DRIVING CAN BE A DIFFICULT 
DECISION, BUT WITH PEOPLE AGED 70 PLUS 
ACCOUNTING FOR 16 PER CENTOFTHIS 
YEAR’S ROAD TOLL, POLICE LIFE LOOKS 
AT HOW ELDERLY DRIVERS CAN BE SAFE ON 
THE ROADS. 


E ighty-year-old Pat Yates still 
enjoys being able to drive to her 
local shopping centre or to see 
friends who live close-by, but after 
running into the back of a four- 
wheel-drive about four years ago, 
Mrs Yates no longer drives at night. 

“It was early evening and I was 
driving just down the road from 
home, when it started to rain,” 
she said. 

“I had flicked the windscreen 
wipers on and suddenly there was 
a car right in front of me, with the 
indicator on. I had to slam on the 
brakes but it was too late, I hit the 
car, I was lucky not to be injured.” 

Mrs Yates said the collision 
knocked her confidence and it was 
then she decided to stop driving 
at night. 

Deputy Commissioner (Road 
Policing) Kieran Walshe said over 
the next 20 years, as the population 
ages, police expect to see an 
increasing number of older drivers 
on the roads. 
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OVER REPRESENTED 

.01 Pat Yates knew it was time to give 
up night-time driving when she 
had a crash. 

.02 Pat Yates still drives 

occasionally to see friends and 
to the local shops. 




Mr Walshe said research showed 
that drivers over 75 had a higher 
risk of being killed in a crash than 
any other age group. 

Research also reveals that while 
older drivers are in fewer crashes 
than other age groups, they drive 
shorter distances and generally 
take greater care to drive safely. 

But when a collision does occur, 
they are more likely to be killed or 
suffer serious injury. 

VicRoads has launched an online 
resource to provide older drivers 
with a range of information about 
road safety, including driving 
skills, health, medicines, medical 
conditions and safe cars. 

VicRoads’ road safety director 
James Holgate said the website 
would help older drivers make 
decisions about whether they 
should be still driving. 

“It is vital that people understand 
health and physical abilities that 
could affect their driving as they 
get older as well as what transport 
alternatives are available to 
maintain their independence,” 
he said. 


“We know that most older drivers 
are perfectly capable of driving 
safely, however, the physical and 
mental changes that accompany 
ageing can impact the capabilities of 
drivers once they reach a certain age. 

“Road trauma involving older 
drivers is an emerging issue on 
Victoria’s roads, this year alone 
32 people aged over 70 have died in 
car collisions,” he said. 

Some of the changes that can 
impact an older person’s ability to 
drive include a slower reaction time, 
loss of clarity in vision and hearing 
and loss of muscle strength. 

There are more than 3.5 million 
licence holders in Victoria. 

Of those: 

a About 262,000 are aged 70 to 79. 
a 1 20,000 are between 80 to 89. 
a 1 2,000 are aged 90 to 99. 
a 109 are over 99 years old. 
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WARNINGS SIGNS INCLUDE: 

11 Decreased confidence when driving. 

11 Difficulty turning head or neck to see when reversing 
or changing lanes. 

11 Not being able to judge the speed of on-coming traffic. 

11 Hitting gutters. 

” Difficulty maintaining lane positions. 


The website also has information 
for family and friends to access, as 
they are often the ones who may 
notice changes in their loved ones’ 
ability to drive. 

Mr Walshe said: “It is important 
that family and friends also talk 
with an older driver should they 
have any safety concerns about 
their driving or road behaviour. 

“We often call these ‘courageous 
conversations’ as we know they 
are not easy to have. But they are 
important, not only for the safety 
of the family member but for all 
road users.” 

Mrs Yates agreed. 

“My family were lucky because 
they didn’t have to speak to me, I 
realised myself what my limitations 
were. But I think if my family did 
approach me, I would have listened 
to them. I know, and they know, 
that my life is just too precious.” 

Mrs Yates also made some 
adjustments to her daytime driving. 

“I know I have to be a lot 
more aware of my surroundings 
and make sure I am always 
concentrating, I don’t even have the 
radio on in the car anymore,” 
she said. 


Victorian legislation allows 
drivers to stay behind the wheel for 
as long as they like, provided they 
are safe to do so. Drivers aged 75 
and over are issued with a three- 
year licence to encourage them to 
assess their ability to drive on a 
regular basis. 

Following a medical assessment 
VicRoads can also issue conditional 
licences to cater for different 
needs, for example only driving 
within a specified radius of home, 
no night or peak-hour driving. ■ 


For more safety advice, visit www.vicroads.vic. 
gov.au/olderdrivers or www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/ 
familyandfriends on the Internet. 
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TRACKING DOWN 

.01 Police are using tracking technology 
to locate stolen devices. 



JUST AS POLICE HAVE USED SOCIAL 
NETWORKING SITES AND MOBILE PHONES 
TO CATCH CROOKS IN THE PAST,TRACKING 
APPLICATIONS ARE HELPING POLICE QUICKLY 
LOCATE AND RETURN THE ITEMS WHEN THEY 
ARE STOLEN. 



A SAFER 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 


I n September, a house was broken 
into in Burwood.An iPad and 
other goods were stolen. Luckily for 
the owner of the device, she had 
downloaded the Find My iPhone 
tracking application. 

Shortly after the burglary, 
the woman had logged onto her 
computer and tracked the iPad to 
an address in Mount Waverley. She 
immediately rang the police and 
within 24 hours Whitehorse Crime 
Investigation Unit detectives had a 
warrant to search the house. 

The iPad was recovered and the 
offender was arrested and charged 
with handling stolen goods and 
the iPad returned to its owner.The 
investigation is still ongoing. 

Box Hill DivisionalTasking Unit’s 
Detective Senior Constable Lisa 
Kelly worked on the job and has 
seen the tracking application used 
in a few investigations. 

“Usingthe Find My iPhone 
tracker is just another avenue for 
us to locate stolen goods,” she said. 

“I encourage anyone who has a 
compatible device to download and 
activate the free application. Once 
the phone goes missing, you are 
able to log onto another computer, 
using an Apple identification and 
email address, and potentially track 
exactly where your device is.” 

When users log into an account, 
a Google map with the device’s 
location will be displayed. 

E-Crime’s Inspector 
John Manley said tracking 
applications were just one tool 
police could use in investigations. 


“We have been using things like 
Facebook and Twitter to help with 
investigations for some time. These 
tracking applications give all police 
further capacity in investigations 
and are helping to find stolen 
items,” he said. 

When it comes to computers 
and electronic devices, Insp 
Manley suggests owning licensed 
software and setting it to update 
automatically. Ensure a good virus 
protection is also installed. 

He reminds people using social 
networking sites to limit the 
personal information on their 
pages, use all the security options 
and to only make friends with 
people they know. 

“These types of things can help 
ensure you do not become the 
victim of identity fraud or worse. 

“To make sure the public and 
police can use technology like 
tracking applications to their 
advantage, people should ensure 
their devices have the latest 
software uploaded on it.” 

The tracker was also used 
successfully by police again in 
September, when a woman awoke 
in her Brunswick home to find 
her iPhone, two laptops and other 
items had been stolen. 

Police obtained a search warrant 
and located the stolen property. 

Two men aged 24 and 
19 have been charged with 
aggravated burglary. 

The technology was also used 
on 23 October, when an iPhone was 
stolen from a cafe in South Yarra. 

The victim had the tracker on her 
phone, so rang her sister to log in 
on her computer and locate it. The 
mapping system showed the phone 
was at an address in Coburg. 


The victim rang police straight 
away and St Kilda Road police 
station’s Constable Ben Mitchell 
was able to do a location check and 
get a search warrant. 

Police searched the house and 
allegedly found the South Yarra 
victim’s iPhone, another iPhone and 
two other different model mobile 
phones, a purse and a bag of 
unidentified drugs. 

A woman was arrested at the 
scene and remanded. She will face 
court over this burglary and other 
matters next year. 

Const Mitchell said if it was not 
for the tracker, the goods may not 
have been recovered. 

“In this case using the tracker 
was very successful for us, not only 
were we able to find the mobile 
phone, but also a heap of other 
potentially stolen goods,” he said. 

Once logged onto another 
computer to track down a missing 
phone or iPad, the program gives 
four options you can try. 

However, Det Sen Const Kelly 
advised anyone who has their 
device stolen to ring police 
immediately after they have found 
its location on the computer. 

“Once you have logged on and 
received a map location of your 
phone, ring the police immediately. 
Do not take any of the steps that 
the tracking application allows you 
to do, like send it a message. 

“This will make sure the person 
who has the phone is unaware it is 
being tracked and will give police 
time to act,” Det Sen Const 
Kelly said. 


“We certainly do not recommend 
anyone trying to recover the stolen 
phones or iPads themselves. So do 
not find its location and then turn 
up to the address. This could be 
potentially dangerous, so just ring 
the police and let us handle it.” 

A similar Windows-based 
tracking system has also been used 
successfully by Victoria Police. 

In February, a man reported 
having his golf bag stolen, with 
his HTC mobile phone in the front 
pocket, from a Cheltenham 
golf club. 

The man had the Locate My 
Phone application downloaded 
onto his mobile, and was able to 
track it to an address in Cottles 
Bridge. 

When Moorabbin police executed 
the search warrant, they found the 
missing golf bag and mobile phone 
in the boot of a man’s car. He was 
charged with theft and will face 
court at a later date. 

“Tracking applications are 
working really well for police, so it is 
a good idea to download one, just in 
case your phone is stolen,” Det Sen 
Const Kelly said.a 
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REMEMBERING JASON 

.01 The Bond family attended what 
would have been their son Jason’s 
graduation day. They are glad his 
memory will live on. 





VICTORIA POLICE IS RAMPING UP ITS SUMMER 
ROAD SAFETY CAMPAIGN BUT EARLIER THIS 
YEAR THE ORGANISATION WAS TOUCHED BY 
THE ROAD TOLL, WHEN A RECRUIT WAS KILLED 
IN A COLLISION. 


VALUING OUR PEOPLE 


EDITORIAL BLUE TAYLOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


"This tree and bench will be a way for him to live 
on and for everyone, today and in the future, to 
remember him by," 


R ecruit Jason Bond wanted 
nothing more than to be 
a policeman. 

Following in his older brother’s 
footsteps, he began his training at 
the Victoria Police Academy with 
Squad 28 on 7 February. It seemed 
his dream would soon become a 
reality, but less than a month later, 
that dream would be taken 
from him. 

On 4 March, Recruit Bond was 
drivingfrom the Academy to his 
home in Ararat when he was 
killed in a collision on the Western 
Flighway, in Windermere. 

The news of his death rippled 
through the Victoria Police 
community within hours. Fie was 
the first Victoria Police recruit 
to be killed. 


While Recruit Bond’s 
older brother, St Kilda police 
station’s Constable Brad Bond and 
his family dealt with the enormity 
of their loss, his squad mates and 
leaders offered each other support 
and comfort. 

They attended his funeral, along 
with many other Victoria Police 
members and hierarchy. 

After his funeral, Squad 28 
and their coach Sergeant Mandy 
Finegan set about organising a 
memorial seat and maple tree to 
be erected at the Victoria Police 
Academy, overlooking the parade 
ground, in his honour. 

‘Jason was a truly inspiring 
young man,”Sgt Finegan said.“His 
death has deeply affected us all, so 
we knew we had to do something 
to remember him as part of the 
Victoria Police family. 

“This tree and bench will be 
a way for him to live on and for 
everyone, today and in the future, 
to remember him by.” 

Recruit Bond should have 
graduated on 30 September, 
but instead, it was the day the 
memorial seat and tree 
was unveiled. 

His brother and family attended 
the Academy to join Recruit Bond’s 
squad fortheir graduation, but also 
to say farewell to their brother 
and son. 

“Today has been absolutely 
incredible,” Const Bond said. 

“My family and I are obviously 
devastated because we know 
we should be here to celebrate 
Jason’s graduation, but it has 
been fantastic to see how much 
his squad and everyone at Victoria 
Police cares. 

“It’s truly amazing. Everyone 
has been so supportive and has 
made everything just a little bit 
easier for us to deal with. Jason 
would be so proud.” ■ 
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PICTURETHIS 



Leading Senior Constable 
NICK PARISSIS 


After a four-year-old boy was tragically killed by 
a car outside his sister’s primary school earlier 
this year, Melbourne North police stepped in to 
help, educate and inform the students. 


CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 


EDITORIAL LEADING SENIOR 
CONSTABLE NICK PARISSIS 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


CAR TRIP 

.01 Melbourne North police took 
students from Kensington 
Primary School on a tour of 
the Victoria Police Academy. 


^ I n March a young boy was struck 
I and killed by a vehicle on Epsom 
Road outside the Kensington 
Primary School, just after school 
had finished for the day. 

He was hit at a pedestrian 
crossing and the collision was 
witnessed by other students. 

The incident was traumatic for 
the school community and the 
Melbourne North members who 
attended the scene. 


Students were offered 
counselling through the school but 
we were so affected by the incident 
we wanted to do something 
more to help. 

As Melbourne North’s 
Community Liaison Officer and 
the Carlton Police Community 
Consultative Committee secretary, 
the aim of my job is to work with 
youth, multicultural communities, 
disadvantaged people and overall 
crime prevention. 

I talked with the other members 
involved and we wanted to do 
something to create awareness 
and education for the children. 

I approached the school’s 
principal, Mark Ryan.Together, 
we decided to do an educational 
campaign with a pedestrian 
safety theme. 

Children were invited to draw 
a picture depicting safety on 
the road or to come up with 
a pedestrian safety slogan. 


The winners of the drawing 
competition won a ride in a police 
car and atourofthe 
Victoria Police Academy. 

Initiatives such as these 
are a great way to show police 
in a different light. With the 
multicultural population at the 
school, the students were able 
to see police members as more 
approachable and friendly. 

The project was well received 
with more than 30 entries. This 
was a great response and as a 
result several of the entries now 
adorn the front window of the 
Melbourne North police station. 

The winning three entrants 
were picked up from school in a 
police car and taken to the Police 
Academy. They really enjoyed 
the day.” ■ 
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MOONEE VALLEY’S COM MUNITY SAFETY 
REGISTER WILL ALLOW POLICETO QUICKLY 
IDENTIFY ELDERLY AND VULNERABLE 
RESIDENTS IN CASES OF EMERGENCIES SUCH 
AS FIRES, EXTREME HOT WEATHER AND FLOODS. 


CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 

EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY LEADING SENIOR 
CONSTABLE JASON HEMPSEED 


live Evans is 83 years old and 
lives alone in his home. While he 
gets many services provided to him, 
such as Meals-on-Wheels and a 
cleaner, being on the Moonee Valley 
community safety register will help 
him stay independent. 

The register, a joint initiative 
between Moonee Valley Council and 
police, aims to keep an up-to-date 
list of elderly, disabled and isolated 
people in the municipality. 

Moonee Valley police station’s 
Sergeant Greg Johnson said the 
register, launched earlier this year, 
had a database that allowed quick 
and easy access to information. 


“We can use the register to 
find at-risk people quickly. In an 
emergency, such as a fire or bad 
flooding in a particular street, 
members could contact the duty 
sergeant who can access the 
register and conduct a search by 
the name of that street to see if 
there are any elderly or disabled 
people who may need our help to 
evacuate,” he said. 

“Also if the police are called to 
an address and they find someone 
who is ill or seems isolated, they 
could use the register to find out 
information such as their medical 
history, who their doctor or next of 
kin is and get them the appropriate 
help or service. 



STAYING CONNECTED 

.01 Clive Evans and Sergeant 

Greg Johnson discusses how the 
community register helps Clive 
Evans stay independent. 


“The register strengthens the 
police and council’s capacity to 
protect the community.” 

While working at Moonee Valley 
police station, Senior Sergeant Sue 
Thomas initiated the project. 

“I had dealt with an elderly, 
isolated person, who had been the 
victim of deception and I thought it 
would be great if we came up with 
a program that would support our 
isolated and vulnerable residents,” 
she said. 

“I developed a relationship with 
Moonee Valley Council and together 
we created the register, which has 
now helped connect the community 
with support services.” 

There are now more than 1000 
people on the register. 

Sgt Johnson said there was 
a duty of care to residents and 
the community register helped 
maintain that. 

The register is based out of the 
Milleara Early Learning Centre in 
Keilor East and is run by a mixture 
of volunteers and council officers. 
They are promoting its benefits to 
community groups, senior citizen 
clubs, disability services and other 
organisations. 

Mr Evans said being recently 
added to the register made him 
feel safer. 

“At the moment, I am nominating 
to hear from them once a month, 
which will be nice. It’s good to know 
the council and the police will be 
able to keep an eye on me and 
make sure I am safe.”« 

"I thought it would be 
great if we came up 
with a program that 
would support our 
isolated and vulnerable 
residents." 
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SUPERSTAR 

.01 Senior Musician Lorena Novoa 
went from Young Talent Time to 
singing in police band Code One. 





VALUING OUR PEOPLE 

EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


S ome of Victoria’s most talented 
musicians are members of 
police band Code One. One of the 
most recognised faces is Senior 
Musician and lead vocalist 
Lorena Novoa. 


Back in 1984, at just 13 years 
old, Ms Novoa got her lucky break 
and began performing on the hit 
television show, Young Taient Time. 

“My parents brought me to 
Australia when I was three years 
old and the first thing I remember 
seeing on television was Young 
Talent Time. I absolutely loved it 
and it became my dream to be on 
the show,” she said. 

Ms Novoa had been performing 
at an end of year concert at the 
Johnny YoungTalent School, when 
MrYoung approached herto be part 
of the show. 

“It was all a whirlwind from there, 

I was pretty much rehearsing or 


performing everyday, we were 
doing national concerts, we had 
all these fans that wer| just crazy 
about us and the show.” 

Ms Novoa also remembers 
performing with stars such as 
Dannii Minogue. 

“This was during the time Kylie 
Minogue was in Neighbours, she 
would often be working in the 
studio down the hall and would pop 
in to watch Dannii and us.” 

Ms Novoa left the show in 1987 
and these days is seen belting out 
tunes such as Michael Jackson’s 
Beat It and Pink’s Raise Your Gloss, 
wearingthe police uniform in the 
band Code One. 

“Never in a million years did 
I think I would end up singing, 
wearing a police uniform,” she said. 

“But it is just so much fun. We 
play at a range of events, anything 
from schools, to shopping centres, 
to markets and balls. 


“The aim of the police bancfe4js 
to be proactive and build strong 
relationships between the police 
and the community. We also 
promote safety messages,” 
she said. 

In between YoungTalentTime 
and Code One, Ms Novoa always 
performed. She was in a number of 
cover bands and sang commercials. 

In 1993 she was in a band called 
Culture Shock, which had a top 20 
hit called Satisfy the Groove, u 


Code One plays all around Victoria. To find out performance 
dates or to book it visit http://www.police.vic.gov.au/ 
content.asp?Document_ID=670 on the Internet. 
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From the Archives 




A Piece of our Past 


THE 1986 TURKISH 
CONSULATE BOMBING 

EDITORIAL CHLOE STAPLETON 


ON DISPLAY 

.01 Turkish consulate bomber Hagop 
Levonian’s passport. 

.02 The piece of skin that was used 
to identify Hagop Levonian, which 
is on display at the Victoria Police 



I n the early hours of Sunday, 

23 November, 1986 a six kilogram 
time-bomb exploded in a car 
parked under the 44 storey Turkish 
Consulate building in Caroline 
Street, South Yarra. 

The explosion caused the death 
of the bomber, injured two passers- 
by and caused $4 million damage 
to the building and surrounding 
area. 

The bomb, with a mercury tilt 
switch and anti-tamper device, had 
been placed in the back of a Holden 
Torana. It was designed to explode 
upwards to create maximum 
damage. 

The bomber’s wallet was 
recovered, but it only had a return 
Ansett bus ticket to Sydney in it. 

The car and the bomber were 
blown to pieces in the blast. Not 
much remained of the bomber, 
and his teeth, critical for DNA 
identification, were completely 
destroyed.The car’s number — 
plates, although badly 
twisted, somehow 
survived the blast. M 





Police recovered a tiny fragment 
of skin from inside the hand that 
provided a small print which would 
prove crucial for police to confirm 
the bomber’s identity. 

This small fragment of skin found 
at the scene is just one piece of 
interesting police evidence on show 
at the Victoria Police Museum. 

Historical Services manager 
Jim McCann encouraged people 
interested in true crime to visit the 
museum to view other exhibits. 

“We have many interesting 
pieces of evidence that we have 
on show from various crimes 
committed in Victoria. Keeping 
things such as the fragment of 
skin, helps preserve the history of 
Victoria Police.” 

Police traced the number plates 
of the car to a white Holden Torana 
that had been recently sold by a 
Heidelberg couple.The couple did 
not have the name of the buyer but 
neighbours recalled seeing a new 
looking red Holden Commodore on 
the day of the sale. 

Police found that a car matching 
that description had been hired 
by Levon Deminian and further 
investigation revealed Deminian 
had links with an Armenian 
terrorist group. 

Police raided 
Deminian’s home 
and found hotel and 
meal receipts that 
connected him to the 
Hi bombing. 

Y- f Deminian’s 
involvement was 
confirmed by an eight- 
year-old boy who saw a red 
Commodore parked behind a white 
Torana and two men transferring 
something into the boot of the 
Torana. The boy remembered the 
number plates from theTorana and 
they matched those found at the 










Victoria Police Museum 


Police believed the bomber to 


be Deminain’s associate Hagop 
Levonian. Ink prints had been taken 
on the miniscule piece of skin 
found at the scene and after raiding 
Levonian’s Sydney home police 
found an invoice book with a clear 
palm print. 

This was enough to identify 
Hagop Levonian as the bomber. ■ 

Items relating to Victoria Police’s 
history can be seen at the Victoria 
Police Museum, corner of Flinders 
and Spencer streets, Melbourne. 
Opening hours are from 10am 
to 4pm, Monday to Friday. Entry 
is free. For more information, 
telephone 9247 5214. 
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CHANGING LAWS 

.01 Inventions likes the portable 
breathalyser mean police have 
tools to use in the fight against 
road trauma. 

.02 A copy of the Motor Car Act 1915 
booklet. 


Now and Then 


ROAD RULES 

Road safety is an important focus for Victoria Police. Over the years 
laws have been introduced and old legislation has evolved to increase 
safety on the roads. 


EDITORIAL CHLOE STAPELTON 

O fficial record keeping of 

Australian road accidents began 
in 1925. In that year there were 700 
road deaths nationally. This was at 
a time when the population was at 
nearly 6 million, working out to be 
12 road deaths per 100,000 people. 

In 1970, there were 1061 
fatalities on Victorian roads. 

Also that year, Victoria became 
the first state in the world to 
introduce compulsory seatbelt 
laws. This saw the road toll drop 
by 13 per cent the following year 
to 923. 

Breath-testing techniques were 
introduced in the 1960s. However 
random breath-testing was not 
used in Victoria until 1976. 

Original breath-testing 
technology was a unit called an 
alcotest. The alcotest consisted of 
a bag for air to be blown into and 
a glass tube with yellow crystals. 
These days police carry portable 
breath test equipment. 

The process of obtaining a 
licence has also changed overtime. 
In 1918, you had to apply in writing 
to the Chief Commissioner of police 
to get a driver’s licence. 

Now days in order to get your 
licence there are several steps. 

The first is to sit a test to get your 
learner’s permit. 

After 1 20 hours of supervised 
driving, the learner will then be 
eligible to sit a hazard perception 
test, followed by a driving test. 

After passing both of these, 
the applicant will be granted a 
probationary licence for three years 
and a full licence after that. 



Some outdated road and 
traffic laws that we do not see 
today, taken from the Motor Cor Act, 
1915, include: 

a When passing near churches and 
other places of worship during 
services on Sundays, cars were 
to travel slowly and with as little 
noise as possible. No horns 
were to be used, unless sudden 
danger arose. 

a Every registered vehicle had to be 
fitted with an effective silencer to 
prevent unreasonable noise from 
the machinery or engine. 
q All registered cars were required 
to carry a lamp showing a bright 
white light, on the right side of 
the vehicle. A lamp at the rear 
was required with a red light, 
a Drivers of vehicles registered in 
a different state were required 
to call at the nearest police 
station when entering Victoria to 
give details of their licence and 
registration to a police member. ■ 
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Right now, Victoria Police is looking for 940 of the very best people to join our Protective 
Services Unit. The right applicants will want to make a difference on the Victorian railway 
network, protecting and serving the 400,000 people who use our system each day. 
We want to hear from people who are ready to embark on a career that is community 
focussed, challenging and secure. To find out more about the role of the Protective Services 
Officer, the application requirements and to take a test, visit policecareer.vic.gov.au 


KEEPING OUR TRAIN STATIONS SAFE 










































































